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Grand Rapids
4965 East Beltline Ave NE

Grand Rapids, MI

(616) 361-8400

Portage
3275 Cooley Ct.

Portage, MI

(269) 350-2323

Norton Shores
131 S. Seaway Drive
Norton Shores, MI

(616) 361-8400

Holland
12330 James Suite B10

Holland, MI

 (616) 796-9600

ATTORNEY

David L. Carrier
40 Years Practicing Law

BA, Notre Dame; JD, Boston University Law
Master of Laws, Tax, Georgetown University Law

Captain, US Army, JAGC (Veteran)

Your Family’s
Personal Attorney.

Did I Work My Entire Lifetime Just To Give 
All My Savings & Property To A Nursing 

Home?

How Can My Kids Possibly Respect My 
Values of Hard Work And Thrift When I'm 

Being Treated As Complete Chump?

Why Do I Allow Myself To Be Treated Like 
A Sucker At My Family's Expense?

Stop Being A Victim. 
No Whining. 
Take Action.

 Find Out How At The FREE  
3 Secrets LifePlanTM Workshop
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• PAID ADVERTISEMENT •

www.DavidCarrierLaw.com  
email: David@DavidCarrierLaw.com

Get Answers at Our Live, In-Person,  
Group Workshops! 

Learn The 3 Secrets They Hope  
You Never Discover!

12330 James Suite B10
Holland, MI

(616) 796-9600

Holland
Wednesday,  
September 20     

6pm
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Happy Days Are Here Again
Mail Bag Of Madness

The Mail Bag Is Full Again   
(Spelling And Grammar Au Naturel!) No Animals Were Harmed Nor Any Legal Advice Given

Can I be put on a parents
 home 

with Rights of survivors
hip?

Hi my mom had a st
roke. 

She’s requiring more 
care 

than I’m qualified to 
give. 

To do a longer stay 
in a 

SNF she will have to re
ly on 

Medicaid to help pay fo
r it. 

I live with her in her
 home 

and have for many year
s. I 

understand they can tak
e any 

money from the sale of
 the 

home if anything happen
s to 

my mom. It was recomme
nded 

that my mom put my nam
e on 

the house with a right
s of 

survivorship. My mom is 

all for this as she w
ants 

me protected. I don’t
 

know how to go about 

this or even what 

kind of attorney to 

call. Is there any 

advice that can be 

offered? 

How Long Do They Expect Us To Meekly Go Broke?
Social Security Doesn’t Demand Your Last Nickel

Medicare Doesn’t Touch Your Lifesavings
So Why Do You Have To Go Broke For Long-Term Care?

 When Is Enough Enough?
Traditional estate planning is concerned with 
avoiding probate, saving taxes, and dumping your 
leftover stuff on your beneficiaries. After you die. 
Nobody cares what happens to you while you are 
alive. How does that help anyone? Stupid.
Traditional estate planning fails because the 
overwhelming majority of us will need long-term 
skilled care. 70% of us. For an average of 3 years.  
And we will go broke paying for it.
Is it surprising that thousands of recreation properties: 
cottages, cabins, hunting land, are lost to pay for 
long-term care? Why is your estate planner hurting 
you and your family? It is evil intent? Or stupidity?

LifePlanning™ defeats Nursing Home Poverty. 
Keep your stuff. Get the care you have already 
paid for. Good for you. Good for your family. Good 
example for society,
When my mother suffered from the dementia which 
led to her death, over 10 years ago, their estate plan 
preserved their lifesavings. Mom’s months in the 
nursing home did not mean Dad’s impoverishment. 
Dad spent the last years with security and peace of 
mind.

Is Now A Bad Time For A Real Solution?
Perhaps you think you already have an answer to this 
problem. Maybe you do not see this as a problem 

at all. It is possible that you do not believe in the 
passage of time or its effects on you.
Peace of mind and financial security are waiting for 
everyone who practices LifePlanning™. You know 
that peace only begins with financial security. Are 
legal documents the most important? Is avoiding 
probate the best you can do for yourself or your 
loved ones? Is family about inheritance? Or are these 
things only significant to support the foundation of 
your family?
Do you think finding the best care is easy? Do you 
want to get lost in the overwhelming flood of claims 
and promises? Or would you like straight answers?

Well, here you are. Now you know. No excuses. 
Get the information, insight, inspiration. It is your 
turn. Ignore the message? Invite poverty? Or get the 
freely offered information. To make wise decisions. 
For you. For your loved ones.  
The LifePlan™ Workshop has been the first step 
on the path to security and peace for thousands of 
families. Why not your family?

NO POVERTY. NO CHARITY. NO WASTE.
It is not chance. It is choice. Your choice.

Get Information Now.  

800-317-2812

The Door Is Shut, 
 But A Window May Be Opened

The Worst Thing About Free Advice Is 
That You Can’t Sue The Idiot Who Gave It 

To You For Malpractice
Idiotic Advice: “my mom [should] put my name 
on the house with a rights of survivorship.”
Horrendous Consequence #1: Medicaid 
Mayhem. You are being advised to have Mom 
deed a portion of her homestead to you. It sounds 
like the advice is to execute a joint tenancy 
with rights of survivorship deed. This will be 
treated as a gift. So now, the homestead that was 
exempt from Medicaid and would not have been 
“counted” as an asset against Mom is now treated, 
in part, as a gift, which is a divestment. Which is 
very bad for Mom’s Medicaid.
Horrendous Consequence #2: Divestment 
Disaster. When your Mom applies for Medicaid, 
she has to disclose all gifts made within the 
60 months (also known as 5 years) before the 
application. Mom will then be penalized for any 
gifts made in this period. For every $10,000 of 
value she has given away, Medicaid will deny 
benefits for 1 month. If the house is worth 
$240,000 and Mom gives you half (as advised 
by the bonehead who suggested this idiocy), 
Mom just gave you $120,000. And that means 
that when Mom is broke and unable to pay the 

Skilled Nursing Facility 
(“SNF”), Medicaid will 
also refuse to pay for 
12 more months. That’s 
right, the SNF will get 
no money, honey, from 
the Medicaid for a full 
year. Which is very bad 
for Mom.
H o r r e n d o u s 
Consequence #3: 
Debt Debacle. Mom 
in nursing home, aka SNF, aka Skilled Nursing 
Facility. Mom cannot pay bill. SNF costs $12-
15,000 per month. Which is expensive. Because 
running a nursing facility these days costs the 
teeth out of your head (as my Irish grandmother 
would say), and those costs are passed on to the 
residents (Mom)! So, in the year that Medicaid 
will not pay because Mom gave the homestead to 
you, Mom runs up a $144,000 - $180,000 nursing 
home bill. Which is very bad for the nursing 
home. 
Horrendous Consequence #4: Courtroom 
Calamity. Nursing homes do not like it when 
they are not paid. It makes paying the staff and 
paying the grocery bills difficult. So, when Mom 
does not pay, the Nursing Home will wonder, 
“Why are we not getting paid?” And the answer 
will be, “Because Mom and Kid took the Town 
Clown’s advice to put the Kid on the deed so now 
Medicaid won’t pay because of the divestment. 
For a year!” And the Nursing Home will smile 
gently and say, “Oh, that’s OK! The Town Clown 
Advice again. That’s fine. We’ll just eat the loss 
and add to our bad debt account. Because when 
Mom can’t pay us, we can’t pay our vendors, 
and the vendors can’t pay their suppliers and 
employees. And when nobody can’t pay anybody, 
Everybody Wins!”
Nah. That’s not what the Nursing Home will say.
The Business Office Manager will call “Dewey, 
Cheatum & Howe”, the debt collector law firm the 
Nursing Home has on speed dial. And Mom will 
get sued lickety-split. And Mom will lose because 
she owes the money. And since the reason Mom 
owes the money is because Mom gave one-half of 
the house away to you…
You will get sued next. The Doctrine of Fraudulent 
Transfer says that if someone who owes money 
(or is about to owe money) gives away their stuff 
so the person to whom they owe the money can’t 
get the money, then they can go after the person 
who got the money. Clear? Excellent!
Horrendous Consequence #5: Residence Rip-off. 
The Nursing Home gets its judgment against you 
and Mom. The house gets sold. Three-quarters 
of the money goes to pay Dewey, Cheatum & 

Howe’s legal fees and 
the Nursing Home 
bill. You are out on the 
street. Medicaid now 
denies Mom because 
she has $60,000 left 
from the house sale. But 
no problem! When that 
money is down to zero, 
Mom will qualify for 
Medicaid.
H o r r e n d o u s 

Consequence #6: I Cain’t Get No Satisfaction! 
You go to the idiot neighbor, friend, relative, co-
worker, busybody, or total stranger who gave you 
such lousy advice. You explain to that person 
what a confounded dunderhead he is. And they 
blame you for listening to their advice. They’re 
not responsible, they say. You should have asked 
that guy who writes the Michigan Elder Law 
Reporter, not me. It is your own fault! Harrumph! 
And now you feel bad. As well as being homeless.
Insightful Conclusion #1: Free Advice Is Worth 
What You Pay For It. When you rely on the 
kindness of strangers, you can get some strange 
results. Medicaid is complex. There are many 
rules that sometimes apply and sometimes do 
not. In today’s environment of tight budgets and 
strict scrutiny, Medicaid caseworkers do not let 
anything “slide”. Close enough for government 
work? Hah! You need to be correct to the penny 
to have any confidence when seeking benefits. 
Did I mention that the rules change? Yes, they 
do. Every month we get written changes to the 
Medicaid rules, through the various Eligibility 
and Administrative manuals. Sometimes the 
changes are big. Sometimes they are small. But 
they all matter. And it is not just the written rules 
that change. Oh, my goodness no! Sometimes, the 
written rules stays the same, but the interpretation, 
the interpretation, changes.
Medicaid is worse than taxes for complexity and 
consequences. You would not take some bozo’s 
coffee talk advice doing your taxes would you? 
Would you?! Why do it when it comes to losing 
your home and lifesavings?
Hopeful Observation #1: The Good Lord Never 
Closes A Door Without Opening A Window. For 
most (all?) Medicaid challenges, problems and 
frustrations, there are reliable, proven solutions. 
That are not easy, simple, quick, or cheap. 
Helpful Thought (And Still Not Legal Advice) #1: 
Virtue Is It’s Own Reward, But It Would Be 
Nice To Get The House, Too. Kids don’t provide 
care for parents for monetary rewards. You have 
not been taking care of Mom because you expect 
to get the house. But you do expect to get the 
house and there is nothing wrong with that. The 

good news is that you can get the home if you 
meet the necessary requirements and you follow 
the correct sequence of events.
Helpful Thought (And Still Not Legal Advice) 
#2: The Child Care Giver Exception. Transfers 
of resources for less than fair market value is 
divestment, which leads to penalty periods, et 
cetera. But there is an exception to this rule for 
the care giving child.
It is not divestment to 
1. transfer a homestead 
2. to the client's child age 21 or over who:
3. lived in the homestead 
4. for at least two years 
5. immediately before the client’s admission to 

LTC or waiver approval (BEM 106), and
6. provided care that would otherwise have 

required LTC or waiver services (BEM 106), 
7. as documented by a physician's  (M.D. or 

D.O.) statement.
Each of these 7 criteria must be precisely proven. 
Close only counts in horseshoes and hand 
grenades. Not Medicaid.
Optimistic Outcome: Since you have been living 
at Mom’s home for many years, I’m guessing that 
it is your permanent residence (driver’s license, 
voting registration, bills, work record). And 
since Mom now needs skilled care, I’m betting 
that you have been providing services for at least 
two years. And I’ll go further out on a limb and 
presume that Mom’s physician would state all the 
necessary facts. And so, if done correctly, Mom 
could transfer the homestead to you and qualify 
immediately for Medicaid.
Happy Ending. Mom gets the care she paid for, 
through her taxes, via Medicaid, the care that she 
needs. Nursing Home gets paid for the services it 
provides to Mom and can pay its staff, vendors, 
suppliers, etc. Dewey, Cheatum & Howe will 
have to find other work. Caring child who stepped 
up when Mom needed help (that would be you) is 
secure in her future. Everybody wins!
Do you know someone facing long term care? 
Maybe kindly-intended, ignorant, dangerous 
advice is railroading them to the poor house 
and nursing home poverty. Don’t try to give 

them advice yourself, but if you’d like to share 
my phone number:

616-361-8400 • 800-317-2812
Evaluation and Consultation Are Always 
Without Charge (that means free).


